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Dear Members of the Press and friends of Religions for Peace,
Confucius teaches us that “It does not matter how slowly you go, as long as you do not stop”.
This year marks the third year of the Tokyo Peace Process convening of the 3rd Tokyo Peace Roundtable under the theme, Beyond War and Towards Reconciliation: Multi-Religious Peace Roundtables. We gather in our persistent search for peace, a search that will not stop until we achieve the objective of ending wars. For truly, peace is not a moment or event, but a persistent choice, renewed every day through dialogue, courage and cooperation.

The Tokyo Peace Roundtable has become a landmark gathering of religious leaders in a multireligious quest to foster dialogue, understanding and practical cooperation in the pursuit for just peace in many troubled areas in the world.

This year, we gather and engage with senior religious leaders, peace practitioners, members of Parliament from Japan, experts from academia and religious actors from Russia-Ukraine and Myanmar to continue in the persistent search for peace in both Ukraine-Russia and in Myanmar.

We have not come for a prescriptive session.  We do not have ready made answers.  There are no ready made answers.  But we believe that with sincere hearts and an openness to dialogue, we can find and open new pathways that can lead to peace.  New pathways that can lead to forgiveness. New pathways that can lead to healing.  New pathways that can lead to reconciliation. And most importantly, new pathways that can lead to conflict transformation.  A transformation that leads to a new shared flourishing.

It is our conviction that no human being should die unnecessary deaths.  We should not have displacements of populations.  Children should not grow up with bombs falling on their heads and fear being the only constant. And it is possible to greatly minimize the suffering that is witnessed everyday.

For us to do so, we need to move beyond wars to a world of sharing.  From a world of confrontation to a world of dialogue and compromise.  From a world of conquest and domination to a world of cooperation and equality. From a world of threats and antagonism. To a world of harmony and love. A world full of mercy, empathy and compassion.

We in Religions for Peace global movement have been immersed in convening religious actors and other peacebuilders for over fifty years in the persistent search for peace.  From Africa and South America to the Middle East and Asia, Religions for Peace is active and deeply engaged from the grassroots, national to the global level.  Our journey has created effective networks and processes that have built trust and cooperation among religious actors, governments and global bodies including the United Nations.

Our processes involve the deployment of social, moral and spiritual assets in addressing the pressing needs of our communities.  By imbuing our processes with these assets and by clothing them with the sacred virtues of mercy, compassion and love, we are able to go to the robust foundations of our faiths in seeking solutions to our shared concerns.  The conflicts we are addressing at the Third Tokyo Peace Roundtable would ne amenable to these assets and they have the promise of rebuilding the shattered relationships and communities affected by conflicts.

We look forward to open dialogues and the opening the pathways to peace and conflict transformation in the coming three days.  But we shall not despair.  We shall not give up.  We shall continue, until peace is achieved.

Thank you and God bless.
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