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As leaders of world religions and faith communities, we express our sorrow, and concern, for the
thousands of people in the Russian Federation and the Republic of Belarus, imprisoned for
expressing their opposition to war and bloodshed, and expressing their support for freedom and for
human rights.

All religious and ethical teachings, at their core, cherish human life, and basic freedom of expression,
especially when waged for peace.

We consider the imprisonment of those who speak out against acts of war as a direct violation of all
our sacred codes. We see it as our duty as faith leaders, worldwide, to speak out against the injustice
of imprisoning those who refuse to wage, or to support war, and who express their opposition to
any forms of it.

We believe strongly that any act of war must be avoided. Yet, we see wat’s ravages moving
inexorably forward, and causing generations of harm to persons and to resources necessary for the
survival of our planet, and for our integrity as an interdependent species.

We have repeatedly asked for a halt to war, and to all acts of aggression.

We call on relevant authorities in the Russian Federation and the Republic of Belarus, to, please, free
these political prisoners.

Troubled by global developments, and in response to a call by faith leaders from around the world,
including His Holiness Pope Francis, His Eminence Archbishop of Canterbury, and His Eminence
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, among many others, Re/igions for Peace convened a Peace Roundtable
of faith leaders from countries suffering conflicts, in September 2022, in Tokyo, Japan. This
Roundtable was a witness to the moral and practical courage to insist on dialogue with one another
in spite of serious disagreements. The Statement of these Religious Leaders is a living testament to
their willingness, and their determination, to stand together as agents of peace.

Mindful of their courage, and of the utter senselessness of war, we call on all parties directly and
indirectly engaged in the war in Ukraine to commit to a continued dialogue, enabling both an
immediate ceasefire, and an immediate start to negotiations for peace.


https://www.rfp.org/resources/beyond-war-and-towards-reconciliation-convening-multi-religious-peace-roundtables-statement/
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